


















II What's New? 
The following are some interesting websites 
which may be of particular interest to Teacher 
Librarians. 

The first site is 
http://www.telerama.com/-mundie/ 
CyberDewey/CyberDewey.htm I. 
This site lists internet sites organised using 
Dewey Decimal Classification numbers. The 
front page displays the one hundred divisions, 
each of which is displayed on a subpage. The 
author devised CyberDewey as a way to keep 
track of her own list of links, then expanded it 
to include pointers into BUBL, Yahoo!, and the 
World-Wide Web Virtual Library. 

The next site is Ex Libris, a weekly e-zine for 
librarians. It is located at 
http://marylaine.com/exl ibris/arch ive. htm I. 
This site contains many valuable links to 
interesting sites relevant to librarians as well as 
back issues of the e-zine. 

Finally, SCIS has created a link to ABC 
Educational TV programs on our own website 
under What's New 
http ://www.cu rricu I um. ed u .au/sci s/catal og/abc 
video.him. These are for ABC TV programs that 
have been catalogued and added to the SCIS 
database. The television programs Artzone, 
Hallo aus Berlin, Natural inventions, Numbers 

Bi Cataloguing News 
SCIS Subject Headings has a new look! 

The SCIS cataloguing agencies and the unit at 
Curriculum Corporation worked around the 
clock to complete work on SCIS Subject 
Headings Fourth Edition. This newly revised 
tool was released in November 1999. 

Work on a revision such as this is a 
painstaking task. The list had to be first 
extracted from the Voyager database, and then 
each entry had to be manipulated to conform 
to the newly chosen format. The addition of 
new terms to the list and the deletion of dated 
terms is normally undertaken by means of a 
process of research paper preparation by 
individual agencies, followed by 
teleconferences at which consensus on each 
change is sought. However, in recent months, 
to meet the publication deadline, emails 
between the agencies have been flying 
backwards and forwards, with many heated 
debates and discussions about individual 
headings and subject indexing policies. 

The new format uses the symbols USE/UF, BT, 
NT and RT which replace the former x, See, 
See also and xx. A footer on each page 
explains the meanings of these new symbols. 

With this new format, the references to and 
from associated allowed headings are precisely 
labelled as Broader, Narrower or Related. While 
it has been possible to check and review a 
percentage of these with respect to the 
appropriateness of the given hierarchies, the 
staff involved accepts that the refining of these 
relationships will be an ongoing task. 

Another laborious task in a revision process 
such as this is the careful checking of the 
reciprocal references for both the USE 
references and for each of the Broader, 
Narrower and Related terms under each of 
the approximately 6,000 allowed headings. 
The richness of the English language ensures 
that there are many different ways of 
expressing a given concept and the number 
of possible associations between concepts 
is enormous. A heading such as Cookery in 
the list has eight synonymous 'non-allowed' 
headings from which references need to 
be made to Cookery; under the heading 
Psychology 45 narrower headings are listed. 
Each of these has to be checked in its 
alphabetically filed position to make sure 
that it in its turn has Psychology as its broader 
term.A key feature of this edition has been the 
revision of the headings for Aboriginal 
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count, Puzzle maths, Shape, shape, shape, 
Sparkey and the bugs, and Visions of 
democracy have been catalogued and records 
added to the SCIS database for them. Each of 
the series has been given a SCIS number for 
the whole series, as well as a number for each 
individual program in the series. The provision 
of a whole series record and a record for each 
episode allows for the programs in a series to 
be located on the one tape or tapes or for each 
episode to be located on different tapes. The 
records for each episode and the series have 
complete cataloguing details. 

peoples. This has been undertaken in 
consultation with the Aboriginal Studies 
Consultants in each state, and the NSW 
Aboriginal Education Consultative Group. 
The heading Aborigines has been replaced 
by the more acceptable phrase Aboriginal 
peoples. New headings include Aboriginal 
communities, Aboriginal law, Aboriginal 
peoples - Dreaming and Aboriginal resistance. 

Other areas for which new headings have been 
developed include information technology, the 
Internet, and sound and video recordings. In 
addition some dated headings have been 
replaced, for example, Eskimos has been 
replaced by Inuit, and Negroes by Blacks. 
Headings in the area of popular music have 
been revised and the standard subdivision 
History may now be further subdivided by 
century. 

With respect to headings to be devised and 
added by the cataloguer, policy in the new 
edition is to provide at least one example in 
each allowable category, for example, Nolan, 
Sidney, Sir is given as an example of Painters, 
Australian; Bus drivers and Law are given as an 
example of careers and I.B.M. (Computer) as 
an example of Computers. The list contains a 



large number of country and place names. This 
is an area that requires ongoing revision and it 
is felt to be useful to include as many of these 
as possible. 

In the new edition many notes have been 
reworded and clarified. For example, at 
Biography, guidelines for the use of the 
heading have been considerably expanded. 
As in the past, the Introduction includes 
detailed explanations of the symbols and 
conventions used. Listings are provided of 
new, replaced and cancelled headings, 
categories for which headings are to be 
added by the cataloguer, and standard 
subdivisions. 

As with the third edition the filing of the list is 
generally alphabetically word by word, with 
hyphenated words filed as if they were two 
separate words. However in the fourth edition a 
heading and all of its subdivisions (i.e. 
headings after the long dash) are filed together. 
Inverted and phrase headings follow the 
heading and its subdivisions, but are interfiled 
alphabetically as before. This arrangement will 
make it easier to identify those headings which 
have a pattern of subdivisions that may be 
applied to other similar headings, for example 
the subdivisions at the headings Bible and 
Shakespeare, William. This filing will not affect 
the filing in the library catalogue. 

This edition has established the new format 
and made a number of important revis ions. 
It provides a snap shot of head ings at a given 
point in time, but many areas have been 
signalled for ongoing and further review. Over 
time the list wil l benefit enormously from ever­
increasing dialogue between the cataloguing 
agencies and Teacher Librarians. This two-way 
communication process is steadi ly being 
enhanced by information technologies both in 
schools and in the SCIS agencies. The 
dialogue wil l help to ensure that the list serves 
the needs of Teacher Librarians and students in 
our fast-changing educational environment. 

Cherryl Schauder, SCIS Cataloguing 
Coordinator 
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SCIS Subject Headings is a list of 
allowed and non-allowed terms and 
phrases for use in Australian school 
library catalogues. This fourth edition 
incorporates all amendments since the 
previous edition and is presented in a 
new format that conforms to 
international indexing approaches. 

Features: 
• Professional subject cataloguing tool 

developed over many years by a 
team of qualified cataloguers 

• Comprehensive publication covering 
a wide range of subjects 

• Developed for Australasian school 
libraries and curriculum needs 

• Ongoing revision in response to 
changes in terminology, trends and 
attitudes 

• Offers broad and specific terms with 
scope for the cataloguer to assign 
additional headings in many 
categories 
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• Provides references for inclusion in 
library catalogues so that users are 
taken from non- allowed search 
terms to allowed subject headings 
and from allowed headings to related 
headings 

• Essential tool with an extensive 
introductio and clear guidelines 

• Revised headings for Aboriginal 
peoples. 



SCIS SUBJECT HEADINGS FOURTH EDITION 

Aboriginal peoples - Dance -------- ----- ----------, 
Lead heading printed in 
bold typeface 

~-------~~- UF Corroborees 

UF Used for: 
Non-allowed terms and 
phrases from which 
references to the lead 
heading are made 

Humorous stories - - ----------------------, 
Use for works of fiction that aim to make the reader laugh. --------, 

BT Broader terms: 

UF Funny stories 
Stories, Funny 
Stories, Humorous 

BT Wit and humour 

Mass Media 
May subdiv. geog. 
UF Mass communication 

Media 

Allowed headings 
which are broader 
in concept to the 
lead heading 

t-+---- BT 
- NT 

Communication 
Motion pictures 
Newspapers 

NT Narrower terms: 
Allowed headings which are 
narrower or more specific to 
the lead heading 

RT Related terms: 

RT 

Radio broadcasting 
Sex in mass media 
Television broadcasting 
Violence in mass media 
Internet 
Popular culture 

Millennium bug 
UF Date conversion problem (Computer systems) 

Y2K bug 
Year 2000 computing crisis 

BT Computers 

Newspapers 

Bold typeface indicates that 
the term/phrase is an allowed 
heading in the A-Z list 

Scope note: 
Provides definition and 
notes on usage of the lead 
heading including see also 
references 

Allowed headings which are 
associated with the lead 
heading in some way other 
than hierarchically 

Use for works about producing and managing newspapers and about the 
history of newspapers. Works about writing, editing and presenting material 
for newspapers and other periodicals are entered under Journalism. See also 
newspapers of specific countries, e.g. Australian newspapers; English 
newspapers; and the names of individual newspapers* 
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. e.g. Australian 
(Newspaper). 
UF Press ~-----------------, 

* Indicates headings 
may be added by the 
cataloguer as needed BT Communication 

NT 

~ RT 

Non-allowed term: 
User is referred to allowed _ Press 

Mass media 
News services 
Clippings (Books, newspapers, etc.) 
Foreign news 
Freedom of the press 
Journalism 
Periodicals 
Reporters and reporting 

heading(s) for the topic USE Newspapers 
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