A QUARTERLY

IEWSLETTER
ROM
"URRICULUM

"ORPORATION

‘REE CALL:

available outside
Aelbourne
etropolitan area)

1800 337 405

‘urriculum Corporation
1as a free call 1800 number
or schools outside
Aelbourne requiring
hssistance/advice on the

se of SCIS products.

I'here are usually two
SCIS Customer Service
staff available but users
ust be prepared to be
ung back as often the
demand will exceed the

[f the SCIS Customer

Service staff are unable to
ake your call please leave
a message with Reception
detailing the nature of the

request/problem. SCIS

ustomer Service staff will

Subscribe now from:

urriculum
ORPORATION

141 Rathdowne Street
“arlton
Victoria 3053

Postal Address:
PO Box 177
Carlton South
Victoria 3053

Tel: (03) 9207 9600

¢ (03) 9639 1616
Jiwww.curriculum.edu.au
Email: scisin

Print Post Approved
PP 381667/00227

@curriculum.edu.au

onnections

Issue No 22 Winter 1997

Servicing at a
distance

While many T/Ls have experienced their
own professional training in an off-
campus, external mode, not many have
had to teach information skills via radio
frequency to students sitting hundreds
of miles away from any library.

At a recent visit to the Charleville School of
Distance Education, I spent the day with
Margaret Rose, the T/L in charge of the
library which services the resource-based
needs of some 400+ students from pre-school
to year 10. Describing it as ‘one huge
interruption’ and ‘erratic’ does not make it
sound too unusual for the many of us who
work in busy understaffed libraries.
However, when you consider that it is rare
for Margaret’s students to visit the library
and yet she still describes her day in this
way, you begin to get a picture of the unique
challenges facing the T/Ls who service
educational needs to an ‘unseen’ client group.

The school is located in the grounds of
Charleville State High School and the two
educational institutions share many facilities
including the library. The library services
300+ day students and is staffed on a similar
basis: one T/L and a Library Aide. The two
libraries have different funding but they do
share most resources. As the Distance Ed.
students have items out for longer periods of
time, some resources become temporarily
‘off limits’ to the other students.

Margaret's day starts with a check of her
schedule lessons on-air for the day. At
around 9.30 she starts issuing the books
selected by teachers and students for mailing
the following day. The mail-out day each
week includes resources for assignment/
project activities, extension material for
weak/strong areas, and some recreational
reading. The Queensland Department of
Education covers costs of one mail-out and
return per week to each child.

There are the usual administrative tasks to
handle next: cataloguing and processing new
resources, database entry, and managing the
overdues list, interspersed with teacher
requests as resources are selected for the
following days. The L/ A assists with
processing and parcelling of resources for
dispatch to around 80 students each day ... not
to mention the endless re-shelving! The 1997
introduction of the Scholastic Book Club and
$1,000 worth of orders each month now adds
extra mail to Margaret’s busy schedule.

With years 1 and 2 due for a library lesson,
Margaret has chosen a storybook appropriate
for the current theme: rules. Until the
technician actually has her and the students
on-air, Margaret is never sure if her class for
the day will be four, eight or fifteen students!
Once the roll is marked and the lesson
begins, each student response is marked on a
sheet which Margaret keeps to monitor
student input and interaction over the year.
The lesson is reliant not only on Margaret's
organisation and the story, but also on the
frequency remaining on-air and students
remembering to press the button when it's ,
their turn to speak.

While students may receive as little as 30
minutes library instruction on-air per term,

CONTE NTS

Servlcing ata dlstance Pl
News from Currlculum
Corporation .

+ 1998 SCIS Subscriptions
= DDC21 Update

Let SCIS save you time and
money!

NN

internetting Corner
New Zealand News

A A B W

Have you read this?




onnections

Margaret picks up extra lessons when
teachers are away from the school
running workshops for students
elsewhere. She uses this time for various
aspects of information skilling: research,
note taking, report writing, etc.

This is Margaret’s second year at
Charleville Distance Ed. and while she

NEWS

feels she has much to offer students

in remote areas, she does miss the
face-to-face interaction with her
student group. She also wishes she
had more time for information skilling
and teaching.

Margaret's procedural organisation
and her dedication to supplying the

‘right’ resources has been an inspiration
and confirms that T/Ls are very
special professionals.

Heather Kelsall
Editor
hek@tss.qld.edu.au

FROM CURRICULUM CORPORATION

1998 SCIS
Subscriptions

This issue of Connections brings you
advanced notice of two exciting new
SCIS products for 1998: a SCIS
downloading CD-ROM that will allow
you to download SCIS cataloguing
records (ie, you will not need to order
them from Curriculum Corporation);
and, at last, access to the SCIS database
over the Internet, via a World Wide Web
(WWW) browser which will allow you
to download SCIS cataloguing records
online.

We believe that these two products
provide the highest level of service
that school libraries could want, and
will be the basis for SCIS into the next
millennium.

As part of a strategic review process
that we have undertaken in conjunction
with the introduction of these two new
products, we are also streamlining the
SCIS invoicing and billing process. In
essence, we are moving away from the
complex (for us and for you) process of
charging per record ordered and are
proposing an annual subscription fee,
graduated by school size, which will
give you unlimited access to SCIS
cataloguing records. Details are provided

below. Please note that while the initial
cost may appear high, in comparison
with current costs (including the per
record charge), the total cost for a year
is comparable with current costs.

You may notice that the SCIS
Abbreviated Cataloguing Microfiche
will not be available in 1997 and the
current search only SCIS On DISC
(CD-ROM) will be replaced by the new
SCIS downloading CD-ROM in 1998.
Curriculum Corporation also wishes

to inform its customers that the
ASCISRECON program and subsequent
processing of ASCISRECON and Rapid
Retrospective records will cease after the
last processing date on 4 December 1997.
These two products will be replaced

by the new and more efficient SCIS
downloading CD-ROM and/or SCISWeb
access (via the Internet).

We are providing you with this
information to assist you with your
financial and equipment planning.
However, please note that these are
proposed fees and some details may
change over the next several months.
Updates of this information will be
available on Curriculum Corporation’s
web site: http://www.curriculum.edu.au
and through bulk mailouts from
Curriculum Corporation. Final details of

Product* School size / No. of students

0-100 101-400 401-800 801+
1998 SCIS Downloading CD-ROM ~$300  $400 $600 $800
(MRRs available only) B
1998 SCISWeb $200 $300 $500 $700
(MRRs available only)
1998 SCIS Online (ASCII OPAC)** $300+ $370+ $570 + 8770 +
(Both MRRs & Catalogue Cards available) online time online time online time online time
1998 SCIS Full Cat. Microfiche** $400 $600 $800 $1,000

(Both MRRs & Catalogue Cards available)

*Includes unlimited SCIS Cataloguing records
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**Postage and handling charges are included

1998 SCIS subscriptions/products and
prices will be in the SCIS subscription
form due to be forwarded to you in
October. )

Further technical details for the new
products will be available by October,
but in short, please note the following:

To use the SCIS downloading CD-ROM,
you will need access to a CD-ROM
drive. The CD-ROM drive does not
necessarily have to be connected to
your library computer. You may
download SCIS records from the
CD-ROM to a floppy disk, and it there-
fore could be on any computer in your
school.

For web access to the SCIS database
and SCIS cataloguing records, you
will need a connection to the Internet
via an Internet Service Provider (ISP).
There will be no online charges by
Curriculum Corporation, but you may
need to pay connection fees to the ISP.

We are pleased to answer any queries
that you may have however, we would
prefer the query either faxed or emailed
to our SCIS Customer Service staff on:

Fax: (03)9639-1616
Email: scisinfo@curriculum.edu.au

We look forward to bringing you this
improved service in 1998.

Lance Deveson
Assistant Manager: Information

DDC21 Update

As reported in earlier editions of
Connections, SCIS has been reviewing its
standards in relation to the new edition
of DDC21. We are pleased to report that
this review has now been completed and
as of the 26 May 1997 all new records
added to the SCIS database are classified
with DDC21 numbers.



Let SCIS save you time
and money!

Have you ever calculated the amount of
time that a T/L spends cataloguing
resources for the school library? Have
you considered the amount of money
that could be saved if your T/L used SCIS
instead?

The Schools Cataloguing Information
Service (SCIS) database contains
approximately 600,000 bibliographic
records of educational books, audio-visual
materials and computer programs. From
this database, Curriculum Corporation
produces a wide range of information
services and products for schools and
school libraries throughout Australia
and overseas.

SCIS reduces the cost and duplication of
effort required by T/Ls in cataloguing
resources in schools. Approximately
3500 catalogue records are added to the
SCIS database each month by SCIS
cataloguing agencies around Australia.
Recently published book and non-book

materials are evaluated for their suitability
in supporting school curriculum
programs before being selected. Each
record has complete cataloguing details
and includes title, author/editor, Dewey
Decimal Classification numbers (from
the latest editions of DDC and ADDC),
SCIS subject headings (designed
specifically to suit school needs), ISBN,
publisher, publication place and date, a
brief physical description and a SCIS
Order Number.

The products and services of the SCIS
database are based on agreed national
standards in classification, descriptive
cataloguing and subject headings. The
establishment and implementation of
these standards has been instrumental in
improving the quality and consistency of
cataloguing materials for schools.

Based on figures provided by an

independent consultant, we have used
the following formula to calculate the

approximate annual cost of cataloguing
resources in a school library:

[No. of resources catalogued per/ year]
x [no. of hours per/week spent
cataloguing] x [T/L salary + on costs]
divided by [42 weeks] divided by [40
hours] = Cost to catalogue resources
per/year ($).

For example, take an average school:
T/L salary ($45,000/year inc. on costs),
working 40 hours/week, 42 weeks/year,
cataloguing 300 resources/year with
each resource taking 1/2 hour to
catalogue would cost $4,017.85 or nearly
four weeks per/year. If your school used
SCIS for cataloguing, it would not only
save your school library money which
could be spent on resources, it would
also allow your T/L to spend more time
on curriculum-related tasks such as
teaching students research and
information skills ... after all, we are
TEACHER-Librarians.
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site for ’Nova Seierice in the news’, current
' 'affaxrs of the sc:tence World

- Report on the Wallis Inquiry into the
- Australian financial system released by
,\&1& Federal 'Ik'easurer on April 9 S
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 hitp: f‘hvww cmc]c qld.gov au R
" The effectiveness of the Queensland Cnmmal Iustu:e

: :_Conumssion has been under review by the Connolly—Ryan o
: Inqun'y and is now available mth terms of reference, news,. Eup

7 ._proflles and public transcripts.

: hﬂp.a’hvww macquarie.com.au

~ Contains the latest stock market mfoi-mahm w:th a twme B
daﬂy‘_market conm":enta:y stock quotes and research data.

-'http ://australian.aust.com
"The Australian’ newspaper online with the latest news,
* sport and busmess stones and news updates durmg the
; day i wr

htl-p ﬂngk.com au
‘Gateway 2000’ web site with the latest technology
information and prices.

http://www.ibm.com.au
Connect to the latest technology news at IBM.

i :_h&p.mvww science .0rg,. au!nova.mdex htm
" The Australian Academy of Smence’s new

i http,!fm«rw treasury gov auffsxhndex html 1

: Greg Reeder’s site on the art, archaeology and anment

; "http.ﬂwww esk!mo comf'a-blllb

http !!www.:ntrl toronto.c on. cafcentresfbsdfastmnomy

.| Contains a large number of links to asi:ronomy 51tes i
- organised yia Dewey Dec:mal Ciassiﬁcatlen ;

htl:p.fheww cyberdyne comi~] ohnen/naut-lit. Iltml#nﬂ

Alist of novels, novelettes, short stories poetry and drama
‘on the sea, coutam.mg over IGOU htles and aiound 550 o
'authors ' : L B

ttp*ﬁ'www sirius. cnml—»raedeﬂegypt.hhnl

mstory of Egypt

A site to encourage kids to view science mcpenments as fun
from the creator of ‘Amateur Sqenee Bﬂly Beaty

! http !iwww enn.com

’Envn‘onmental Network News aims to edm:ate a.ll inthe
preservation of our environment and is updated daily with
the latest issues.

http://anake.advanced.org/3120/HTML3/index.html
The chaos theory from a scientific viewpoint.

hitp://www.yfu.org :
The “Youth for Understanding’ site promotes international
understanding and world peace for high school students.

Happy surfing...
Heather Kelsall
Editor



Jenny Carroll promotes New
Zealand writers this month

In this issue I have decided to review some
New Zealand books for children that we think
(and the kids also!), are really good reads.

Reliable friendly girls is a collection of twelve
stories by Jane Westerway. All are real, often
comical and surprising and explore many of
the more serious issues of keenly observed
teenage life.

Jack Lasenby’s latest Because we were the time travellers is the story of
two travellers, a lame boy and an old woman, who have been cast
out of their nomadic society for being too slow. We experience their
anxiety as they struggle to survive and search for a place to settle.

Mercury beach is the new title from Tessa Duder, author of the Alex
quartet. This is a very New Zealand story which revolves around a
fundraising queen carnival at a beach resort on the Coromandel
Peninsula. The characters are very ‘with it’, joke and swear with
ease, and have complete disregard for the rules.

Picture magic book features nine of New Zealand’s well
known book illustrators. They are interviewed by Chris
Gaskin (also an illustrator) about how they work, what
inspires them and what their ambitions are. The artists fea-
tured are Robyn Mahulawa, Christine Ross, Gavin Bishop,
Trevor Pie, Murray Grimsdale, Bob Kerr, David Elliot,
Robin Belton and Lynley Dodd.

Two of these illustrators feature in picture books selected
for the NZZIA Russell Clark Medal. Robyn Belton and
author Jennifer Beck have created The Bantam and the
soldier - a story of an unusual friendship in wartime. The
story reminds us of what ANZAC is all about. Murray
Grimsdale teamed up with Amanda Jackson in George’s
monster a book about how night noises can be distressing
but perfectly understandable once explained.

This is but a small sample of some wonderful material
being published by New Zealand writers. Do read them:
I am sure you will not be disappointed.

Jenny Carroll
School Library Network, New Zealand
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ﬂ:"\;’g‘?f/”’ WIRED TO THE WEB?
//';-’m,"’k, ,7*'" A WHIZ AT A QUIZ?
@\E;"i: Test your education savvy in EQ Australia’s online quiz at
http://www.curriculum.edu.au

l Coming Soon!
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New SCIS prodiicts for 1998

Catalogumg your Ilbrary-_resources WI" be as_ easy as~1'-:-2_ 3- b

O Search our'new Web or CD ROM products
(2§ -Cllck -on the records--you want..
e Presto‘ mto your I|brary system!!

No handllng disks or faxing papers..
- No waltmg weeks for dellvery I 5y
No rehandllng of resources when the records arrive..

INSTEAD ... 600,000 cataloguing records,
AT YOUR FINGERTIPS, ON YOUR DESK, ON DEMAND!

The new 1 998 products

SCIS wa the Web: You have been able to search onllne (vla SCISLINI()
now you can download the records. All you need is your modem, access
to.the lnternet and an Internet browser. No online time (except your
ISP costs) no postage and handling, no waiting. Create an ISBN/SCIS
Order Number flie of‘fhne .and upload via the Web - your records
deltvered onlme m USMARC format to your desk. Full OPAC searches

avarlable

SCIS' Downloadlng CD ROM You have been able to search scis on.
Disc (CD ROM), now you can download the records from.it. Five i |ssues
per year. Search by ISBN, SCIS Order Number Author, Tltle, Sub;ect
Select records — download tmmedlately to your hbrary systemin_ "
USMARC format Available in Wmdows 95; and 3. 1 formats only N

What do you do next" Turno\iertoflndoutl |




ry system. OR negotiate access to Web or
3 a

Please forward information on

[] scis via the Web
[] scis Downloading CD ROM
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