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Campus network
at Ferny Grove

Ferny Grove State High School,
Queensland has succesfully
implemented a campus wide
network linking the library to
department teaching areas.
Beryl Ashby, HOD Resources
shares the experience...

1996 has been a landmark year for
technological innovation at Ferny Grove
High, a school of 1,480 students in
Brisbane’s northwestern suburbs. With
funds provided by the P&C Association,
enthusiastic support from Principal Ralph
Took and Deputy Principal Pam Coughlin,
the HOD Information Technology, Ken
Capps together with a small committee of
teachers and a parent representative, has
developed a three stage Campus Network
Plan. This direction will eventually see the
whole school linked to the Internet, CD
ROMSs and many other software packages
via fibre optic cabling and Novel
networking software.

The Resource Centre is now equipped
with fourteen networked computers, a
scanner, a laser printer and students will
soon have access to a colour printer.
HOD Resources Beryl Ashby and Teacher
Librarian Maureen Hancock have
undertaken the large but rewarding task
of orientating all students to the wonders
of the Internet and the CD ROMs. Students
are making the most of the opportunities
this new technology presents for their
assignments and the resource Centre has
become a much busier place!

The CD Tower provides access to three
encyclopedias, the atlas program Maps ‘n’
Facts, two indexing services Austguide and
Sage, and Biologica - with many other CDs
projected to join them in the near future.

Forty computers located in other
departments are also able to access these
information sources as well as Microsoft
Office. The Science Department included
ten notebook computers in their hardware
purchase this year to determine the
flexibility of notebooks vs desktop
machines.

Currently, the only Internet access is on

ten of the fourteen Resource Centre
computers and this is proving to be an
appropriate supervised location for its
introduction. Senior students in particular
have appreciated the wealth of resources it
provides for assignment support. Further
Internet outlets are planned for subject
departments in the near future.
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It will be interesting to watch how
the ‘novelty factor’ of this new
technology will progress with time
and to see how traditional library
resources will integrate with the
technology in this current phase of
teaching and learning.

The nature of how students research
has shown interesting signs of
change. Senior Chemistry students
for example, have been required to
call upon several resource formats to

complete the assigned task of
researching the chemical impact on
humans of the Greenhouse Effect
and Ozone layer problems. Students
were expected to research from all
available media: books, journals,
encyclopedias, audio visual and the
Internet. This teaching approach has
been a deliberate attempt to integrate
information literacy across all
sources in the belief that students
today need to master access skills
for both the new technology and
traditional sources to equip them
for life long learning.

The Campus Network has presented
the T/Ls with a number of new
challenges. It has involved us in
learning to use the new technologies,
to run in-service workshops for our
own staff, visiting teachers and
Department Heads and to develop
policies for the use of these new
information sources. The experience
has proved to be both energising
and rewarding.

Beryl Ashby

HOD Resources

Ferny Grove State High School
Ph: 07 3351 4044

REPORT: ALIA Biennial Conference 1996.
Melbourne. 6 -11 October 1996

“Reading the Future”™

The choice of sessions from which

to choose was vast, but I decided that
those on Wednesday 9th October
better suited my needs. The first
session of the day, Australian Culture:
Reading our Future in the Mirror of our
Past Heritage, the speakers, Professor
Marcia Langton and Professor Stuart
McIntyre spoke of the role libraries
play in preserving our national
culture. After morning tea, which
was served amongst the huge array
of exhibitors (what a good idea), I
attended, The Transforming Library:
Print to Electronic. This session
focussed delegates on the issues of
management, organisation, service
provision, and relations with
suppliers, as library services move
from print based collections toward
electronic collections. Min Min
Chang, Director, University Library,
University of Science and Technology,
Hong Kong spoke about benefits
and problems associated with
electronic information. Some
advantages of electronic information
are, the elimination of binding costs,
space saving considerations and the
availability of 24 hours access. But
staff generally prefer hardcopy, many
journals are only available in hard
copy, electronic journals are often not
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current and back files can be lost,

are some of the disadvantages. To the
Edge of the World : the Role of the Serial
Agent in the Coming Years was
presented by Kevin Ward of Sweets
& Zeitlinger. Ted Chrisfield Audio
Visual Librarian at La Trobe
University outlined how the library
established a multimedia database to
assist instruction in Health Sciences
in Networked Multimedia Meets the
Electronic Library. The session finished
with Geoff Payne of CAVAL outlining
World 1, the National Library service
which is to replace ABN, Ozline,
NZBN and Kiwinet.

Education in the Twenty - First Century
was the title of the afternoon session.
The three speakers, Shelda Debowski
from the Department of Library and
Information Science, Edith Cowan
University, Jill Kendall, from the
University of Melbourne and Suzette
Boyd, Director of Library Services

at Methodist Library College,
Melbourne, addressed the impact of
technology on services offered within
school libraries and the changes
needed to ensure the continuation of
the important role of school libraries
within education. Shelda in Preparing
our Users for the Future: The Training

of End Users described her research
findings and stated - generally,
tertiary students have no idea how
to execute a proper search! She then
went on to outline some useful
strategies to improve user instruction.
In the session, The Educative Role of
the School Library into the 21st Century
, Jill put forward her vision of an
“Investigation Secondary College”.
Evolution and revolution in School
Library Practice was addressed by
Suzette. She stated: To create the
future you have to challenge the
past. Teacher librarians must take
risks - think big, be creative leaders
who know their own strengths and
weaknesses and have clearly defined
mission statements.

The availability of such a wealth of
expertise in Melbourne for the ALIA
Conferences prompted the ALIA,
School Libraries Section to organise
the: Biennial Conference Schools
Seminar : Reading the Future.

The opportunity does not often arise
for librarians and teacher librarians,
to be challenged professionally,

by speakers from such a wide
geographical area (and in such
salubrious surroundings, as the
Members Lounge of the Theatres




Building, Victorian Arts Centre) as
delegates to The ALIA Biennial
Conference Schools Seminar were
on the 7th October this year.

The proceedings focused upon
future developments in schools
libraries by tackling the issues of
networking, outcomes education
and collection management. The day
was organised into 3 sessions - two
panels and one lecture.

The first panel focussed on
Networking Technology in Schools - the
Issues and some Solutions. It consisted
of Bruce Rigby, the Senior Project
Leader, Classrooms of the Future, for
the Victorian Department of
Education and Co-ordinator of
SOFWeb, the Internet homepage of
The Department. Bruce spoke of
where he saw libraries fitting into
education and technology in the
future. Bronwen Parsons who is
currently librarian for SOFWeb,
preparing the 1997 resource list for
the VCE and acting as a consultant
for the Geelong Science and
Technology Centre spoke about how
she had to altered her subject
searching approach when surfing
the Net and more importantly, the
curriculum context of technology. Pru
Mitchell, Head of the Library at

La Salle College, W.A. relayed her
hands-on experiences as part of the
De Salle Information Technology
Committee and planning for the new
library which needed to reflect the
changes in the use of technology.

Michelle Ellis, Senior Curriculum
Advisor, Libraries and Information
Literacy, N.S.W. Department of School
Education, Ross Todd, senior Lecturer
with the Department of Information
Studies at the University of
Technology in Sydney and Chris
Perry lecturer at Deakin University
in Teacher Education focussed on
Outcomes Education - the Link to the
Curriculum . Chris Perry considered
the the different learning styles and
outcomes education and challenged
the delegates by asking - How often
we spoke of and compared, the
technology in our libraries (the
inputs) as against how often we
spoke of what our students achieved
(the outputs). Michelle spoke of the
effects of the shift to outcomes
education on the role of the teacher
librarian and called upon delegates
to evaluate student outcomes by
conducting Action Research. She laid
down the challenge - you undertake
Action Research and I will publish it
in Scan! Ross investigated The Skills

—

of Information Literacy and Outcomes
Education.After a pleasant lunch and
a look around the gallery Shelda
Debowski, Lecturer in the
Department of Library and
Information Science at Edith Cowan
University, W.A. explored Collection
Management in School Libraries - a
Technology Future. She stressed that
the use of technology in the form of
an automated acquisitions systems
to aid, selection, ordering, budgeting
and collection monitoring and
mapping can greatly enhance
practices.

The formal programme for the day
promptly finished at 3.00 p.m. with a
city walk, for those who were
interested in viewing some of the
sights of the Melbourne CUB. I came
away from the conference feeling
enthusiastic and challenged by what
I had heard - technology is here to
stay, teacher librarians are in a perfect
position to grasp and utilise its power
to enhance educational outcomes.

But we must be prepared to evaluate
the outcomes of our endeavours and
share our findings with our
colleagues.

Dianne Hager

Head of Library and Information Resources
Academy of Mary Immaculate, Fitzroy
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HAVE YOU
READ THIS?

Commonwealth government libraries can
provide a wide range of information services to
support school curriculum. Roxanne Missingham
outlines these service and the role of the Federal
Libraries Information Network (FLIN) as co-
ordinator of co-operative arrangements between
commonwealth government libraries in the
article “‘Commonwealth government libraries’.
Incite. Vol.17 October 1996. p:10.

John Harvey discusses the impact that technology
is having for school administrators with challenges
which require new knowledge, more attention to
leadership and detailed planning of curriculum
matters. He specifically looks at issues of
curriculum, restructuring and reorganisation, the
changing role of teachers, staff development,
funding and resources, equity issues and policy.
‘“Technology: Implications for schools and school
leaders’. The Practising Administrator. Vol.18
No.3 p:18.

Schools which purchased their original automated
library systems between five and ten years ago

are now making decisions on, or considering, the
replacement system. Jean Indermaur looks carefully
at what's available in the library automation
marketplace and provides a clear system checklist
to assist T/Ls tackle the problem with greater
knowledge. ‘Automated library software
systems: The next generation. Access. Vol.10
No.3 p:24.

With more schools providing students with access
to the Internet the discussion continues on how we
monitor potentially dangerous and unsavoury
material available while surfing. Bruce Stavert
examines the issues and looks at what ‘user
acceptable’ policies are already in place. While
many T/Ls have taken the lead in this area, the
article provides another focus. ‘Principals in
cyberspace’. Principal matters. Vol.8 No.2 p:34.

Catherine Moffat highlights the move towards an
ideology of access rather than ownership of
library collections which librarians involved in
acquisitions, collection development and selection
cannot ignore. While it will bring changes to work
practices, she maintains that librarians should use
and extend their methodology and critical analysis
skills that are already being used to build their
physical collections. ‘The future of collection
development, selection and acquisition’. The
Australian Library Journal. Vol.45 No.3 p:209.

Heather Kelsall
Editor
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1997 SCIS
Subscriptions

All schools should have now received
the bulk mailing from Curriculum
Corporation in the form of a package of
information addressed to the Principal,
inside of which there was a separate
envelope addressed to the Teacher-
Librarian. This envelope contained the
1997 SCIS Subscription Form, SCIS
Database Products Order Form and
the previous edition of Connections.
Distribution of the last issue of
Connections was held over so that it
could be included in the bulk mailing
to all schools.

It is important that schools carefully
read their 1997 SCIS Subscription Form
before contacting Curriculum
Corporation staff. Detailed explanations
about SCIS products and services
(including several examples) have been
provided to assist schools with their
selection. Schools who have not
received a copy of the 1997 SCIS
Subscription Form or who are unable to
locate the form in their school, are
encouraged to contact Curriculum
Corporation on:

Tel:  (03) 9207 9600
1800 337 405 (free call)

Fax: (03) 9639 1616
Email: scisinfo@curriculum.edu.au

W hat’s

MRR now on High
Density Disks

Due to difficulties in obtaining low
density 5.25"disks, Ferntree Computer
Corporation (on behalf of Curriculum
Corporation) are now sending all
Machine Readable Records on high
density disks. Thank you for your
co-operation in this matter.

SCIS Cataloguing
Microfiche

The SCIS Customer Service staff have
recently received some concerned calls
from customers believing that the SCIS
Cataloguing Microfiche was not to be
continued in 1997. Whilst all SCIS
products and services are regularly
scrutinised as to their long term viability
for delivering access to SCIS data, we
can assure you that the microfiche is
available for 1997. However, due to a
decline in the number of schools using
microfiche and moving to other access
modes, there has been an increase in
microfiche prices for 1997. SCIS staff
encourage their customer to begin
considering alternate access modes for
SCIS data in the future, ie. SCIS Online
or SCIS On DISC (CD-ROM), as we feel
that they are more efficient ways to
access SCIS data. Schools will be given
at least six months notification if a
product is to be discontinued.

SCIS Customer
Assistance

A brief reminder to schools who phone
Curriculum Corporation regarding
SCIS enquiries/assistance. The contact
numbers provided to schools, ring
directly through to Curriculum
Corporation’s Reception staff and not
immediately to a Customer Service
Officer. In order to provide a more
efficient service, schools are asked to
provide a brief description (only) of the
nature of their call to Reception staff
who will then put them through to the
appropriate person. For example: SCIS-
Accounts, SCIS subscription, SCIS On
DISC (CD-ROM), ASCISRECON,
Voyager, etc.

Christmas Greetings
from the Curriculum
Corporation

The SCIS staff would like to take this
opportunity to wish everyone a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year. To our existing SCIS subscribers
in particular, we thank you for your
patience in 1996 and look forward to
your continued support during 1997.
Please note: Curriculum Corporation
will close on Tuesday 24 December
1996 and reopen again on Thursday
2 January 1997.
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