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Ideas for actions in your library
Involve the community
Connect with the broader school community and try and involve volunteers – staff, students and families – with reparative work. This way you’re communicating the importance, talking about it, and maybe even involving First Nations people if they are part of your volunteer group and willing to participate in this way.
Publicise your work
Advocate for the library by showing what you’re doing to help with information access to First Nations Resources. If your school is undertaking a Reconciliation Action Plan, this work could be a great way to contribute. During celebrations like NAIDOC week, Reconciliation Week, Mabo Day, National Sorry Day – try and make sure that you highlight the library’s work so that your users know how to find First Nations Resources and a little bit about how they’ve been catalogued so that they are accessible.
Keep track of what you’ve done
Keep track of any changes you’ve made so you can use this when talking to people about the important work of being a library caretaker. 
This could be a list or a spreadsheet that has the SCIS number or ISBN of the work, and a short note that explains what you’ve done. 
Nina Whittaker from State Library of Victoria suggests choosing just 5 books from your collection and doing a little bit of reparative work to them – and then writing a blog about it. That way, you can show the detail of what you’ve done and talk about the difference that it makes.
Add physical labels
Add stickers for content that your school community may want or need highlighted, for example
· First Nations content
· Content ABOUT First Nations peoples that was not written by First Nations peoples
· Items containing outdated views, language, attitudes
· Stories or books that tie in with your school’s values
Add detail to library catalogue records
You can edit the records you’ve imported from SCIS with extra information that’s relevant for your school community. This could include adding detail to the following MARC fields:
· Languages (041)
· Additional authors (7xx)
· Contents field (505)

References and further reading

ACCORD 2026, RDCoP ACORD, Alia.org.au, https://acord.alia.org.au/communities-of-practice/rdcop/
AIATSIS 2022, AIATSIS Guide to evaluating and selecting education resources, AIATSIS  https://aiatsis.gov.au/publication/118125
AIATSIS 2025, Austlang, https://aiatsis.gov.au/austlang
ALIA 2019, ALIA Community on Resource Description, https://alia.org.au/Web/Web/Groups-and-Committees/SIG/ALIA_Community_on_Resource_Description.aspx
ALIA Vic 2025, Reparative Description: What is it and how can I use it?, YouTube, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1k3-1vepBPU
Beatson, A 2023, Webinar: First Nations collection description guidelines for the library sector - National and State Libraries Australasia, National and State Libraries Australasia, viewed 20 April 2026, https://www.nsla.org.au/resources/first-nations-collection-description-guidelines-library-sector/
CAVAL & Indigenous Archives Collective 2024, Referencing Toolkit - CAVAL, CAVAL https://www.caval.edu.au/referencing-toolkit/
Frick, R & Proffitt, M 2022, A Community-informed Agenda for Reparative and Inclusive Descriptive Practice, https://www.oclc.org/content/dam/research/publications/2022/oclcresearch-reimagine-descriptive-workflows.pdf
Raven, Tui et al. 2023, Guidelines for First Nations collection description. National and State Libraries Australasia, Deakin, Australian Capital Territory  https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-3250767341/view
SCIS 2025, Charting a course for inclusive cataloguing, https://www.scisdata.com/connections/issue-134/charting-a-course-for-inclusive-cataloguing/
Whittaker, N 2020, Equity analysis: a tool for reparative cataloguing, Civica, 
https://www.civica.com/en-au/thought-leadership-library/equity-analysis-a-tool-for-reparative-cataloguing/
Whittaker, N & Warren, G 2025, Let’s Get Reo, Auckland War Memorial Museum, https://www.aucklandmuseum.com/discover/stories/blog/2020/lets-get-reo

Communities of practice
ALIA Schools Cataloguing Community of Practice: https://acord.alia.org.au/communities-of-practice/sccop/

ALIA ACCORD Reparative Description Community of Practice:
https://acord.alia.org.au/communities-of-practice/rdcop/





image1.png
S CZS Schools Catalogue
Information Service




image2.jpg
Education © Education Services Australia Ltd. T. +6139207 9600
Services L22 /180 Lonsdale St, Melbourne VIC 3000 E. enquiries@esa.edu.au
Australia PO Box 177, Carlton South VIC 3053 ABN 18 007 342 421 esa.edu.au




image3.png




image4.png




